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This year, IDLS released a simple online assessment that allows schools to screen 
their pupils for dyscalculia relative learning differences, which may hamper a pupil’s 
ability to learn number related concepts/basic maths skills.  
  
To determine whether a pupil is operating below the expected level of assessment, 
there’d need to be a comparison with a ‘normalised score’ in the same age group.  A 
normalised score is simply the average score achieved by someone without learning 
difficulties at a particular age.  
  
Normalised scores are usually calculated using results from a minimum number of 
tests undertaken in a controlled environment, ensuring that all tests are taken under 
the same set of conditions.  
  
We had just started to undertake controlled tests with a number of schools in March 
2020, but had to stop due to the COVID-19 outbreak and subsequent school 
closures.   It’s now looking very unlikely that we’ll be able to resume this testing until 
later next year, and so in the interim, have taken the decision to provide the screener 
to all schools free of charge - enabling them to test pupils and compare results to 
identify those with the lowest scores.  
  
We now have a system in place that determines normalised scores, using the data 
from tests taken in schools during the past few months.  This system can be re-run at 
any time to include all completed tests, meaning that as time goes by, the results will 
be determined by a much greater amount of data.  
  
Pupils currently achieving lower than expected scores for their age group will be 
highlighted in orange.  Hovering over those highlighted scores, will allow you to see 
which particular area(s) fall below the threshold.  
  
In the next phase of the screener’s development, an easy-to-read report will be 
available to provide the overall results of a particular group.  
  
The table on the next page represents the results determined from all tests taken so 
far (13 November 2020).  When interpreting the data, some things should be taken 
into account:  

 As the screener is for SEN, it would be expected that most pupils would find the 
assessment relatively easy; scores should be high   

 Some studies show that working memory increases in a linear fashion from early years 
through to adolescence, and so poorer performance in memory tests for younger 
pupils, may be expected. Therefore, these poor results may just be an indication of 
variances in development  

 We have also included a band, within which scores will not be flagged as below 
average – currently set at 14.   For example, if the average score for ‘Number Sense’ is 
87, a score as low as 73 can be achieved (87-14), before being flagged  



 

 

IDL Dyscalculia Screener – normalised data to show average scores by year group (results not based on controlled test environment) 
 
Year group Comparing Number 

sense 
Arithmetic Visual 

memory 
Auditory 
memory 

Pattern 
memory 

Stroop Sequencing 

N0 (Entry) NOT ENOUGH DATA      
N1 (Pre-
Nursery) 

NOT ENOUGH DATA      

N2 (Nursery) NOT ENOUGH DATA      
Reception NOT ENOUGH DATA      
Year1 85 87 66 65 60 51 78 62 
Year2 86 89 71 82 76 63 84 68 
Year3 90 91 79 88 80 68 87 75 
Year4 93 94 85 92 81 74 90 80 
Year5 94 96 90 92 83 78 92 85 
Year6 94 96 91 93 82 79 92 86 
Year7 95 97 94 94 84 82 95 86 
Year8 NOT ENOUGH DATA      
Year9 NOT ENOUGH DATA      
Year10 NOT ENOUGH DATA      
Year11 NOT ENOUGH DATA      
Year12 (L 6) NOT ENOUGH DATA      
Year13 (U 6) NOT ENOUGH DATA      

  


